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Postponed but we will be back 

As you are all aware by now, in light of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the 
Executive of Friends of Ivanhoe Park 
Botanic Garden took the very difficult 
decision to postpone the 2nd Annual 
Garden Festival featuring Art in Ivanhoe 
Park on Sunday 29 March until later in the 
year. 

Whilst very disappointed, particularly 
given the enormous amount of work that 
has been put in by many people, this was 
the right decision, taken in the interests of 
our members, many volunteers, council 
staff, and the general public. 

We will be in touch in the coming months 
with a new date for the Garden Festival. 

What’s next for our monthly Get-togethers 

Practising social distancing prior to our last 
meeting was well illustrated by Tony Lewis and 
Isabel Glasson.  Amusing but serious, and we 
did practice this successfully at the March 16 
Get-together.   

At the meeting, Tony Lewis, who heads up our 
sponsorship efforts, reported that our EOI for a 
Volunteer Grant was successful. He will now 
submit a proposal and budget detailing how the 
money will be spent and the benefits to our 
group and the community. 

As we are unsure of when we will be able to 
gather together face to face, please be assured 
that we are working out ways to keep you 
informed during this trying time. 

 

 

 



Learning about Sustainable Gardening at Retford Park 

At our March 16 get-together, a small but socially-distanced audience gathered to listen to Rick Shepherd 
talk.  As Head Gardener at Retford Park for eight years, he phased out chemical usage, introduced a 
system of compost production and use, fostered biodiversity and, as we gathered from his presentation, 
added a touch of whimsy to help make Retford Park, a National Trust property, a truly sustainable 
garden. 

 

Highlights of his presentation: 

 Creating decorative and customized mulch by gathering the fallen leaves from trees and placing them 
at their base, and amusingly, using actual corks as mulch under a cork tree. 

 Using collected twigs and branches as borders, mulch, artwork and habitat for wildlife. 
 Turning materials too large to compost into benches and bike racks. 

 

 Composting anything and everything by adding kitchen scraps from the restaurant, coffee grounds 
from the café, used straw from chicken coops to regular garden and orchard materials. 

 Increasing the bird population by providing watering stations and adding nesting opportunities. 
 Planting native species has provided a safe haven for wildlife including reptiles, frogs and 

invertebrates. 
 Adapting to the conditions – in 2014 a waterless garden was planted using bottle trees and grasses (it 

also features an amusing sculpture of garden taps) and it has survived with no watering. 



 Protecting the environment by not using chemical fertilizers or pesticides and cutting out petrol use by 
using hand lawn mowers. 

 
Rick also spoke of the dedicated volunteer base that tirelessly assists his small team in managing the 
upkeep of this enormous property.  The volunteers find a task and schedule that suits them and off they 
go, from whipper snipping, mowing with hand lawn mowers, cleaning sculptures, weeding and watering 
pot plants. 

Rick stayed on and fielded dozens of questions but we were definitely left with his message of 
sustainability.  It is hoped that a visit by FIPBG to the house and garden could still be possible later this 
year. 

The Royal Botanic Gardens Behind the Scenes Tour did not disappoint 

 

A drizzly start to the day 
brightened up for the 17 of 
us who signed up for the 
Royal Botanic Behind the 
Scenes Tour, especially with 
Paul Nicholson as our guide.   



 

Our next stop was the The Fernery where we strolled through magnificant towering ferns.   

 

 

Always a little cheeky (a 
real larrikin one of our 
members commented), 
Paul is knowledgeable, 
informative and engaging.  
What started as a 1½ hour 
tour drifted into an 
additional hour as we 
walked from the visitor 
centre past enormous 
native trees including a 
Wollemi Pine, with Paul 
demonstrating how trees 
and shrubs are pollinated 
and reproduced. 

Then on to the glasshouses. 



After walking through the locked doors, we stepped onto a disinfecting pad to ensure we didn’t track 
anything foreign into the area.  We went from glasshouse to glasshouse, each revealing different exotic, 
rare and sometimes endangered tropical plants.   

 

There were also rows of arid plants from around the world.   

 



The magnificent Orchid House. 

 

And, lucky us!  We were there at the right time to experience the full odour of the flowering Tongue 
Orchid (Bulbophyllum fletcherianum).  Rotting meat was one description! 

 



Other fascinating plants were the native Prickly Ant Plant and the Hawaiian Cabbage on a Stick which is 
endangered because of excessive munching by feral goats.  

 

We then visited the nursery where important research work is carried out like propagating native and 
endangered plants (some of which can be purchased from Growing Friends) and testing various ways of 
stopping the fungus impacting the Wollemi Pine.   

 

Paul walked with us to the Calyx where he gave us a bonus tour of the Plants that Bite Exhibit.   This 
display of carnivorous plants will shortly be dismantled and we were asked if some could be used in our 
garden.  We resoundingly said yes. 

 



The tour was now at its end so, of course, we posed for the requisite group photo. 

 

This was just a small sample of what we experienced that day so if you missed this tour, you can always 
contact the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney to book one of your own or, watch Costa Georgiadis enjoying 
a similar tour on a recent episode of Gardening Australia (Series 31 Episode 8).  Use the following link to 
open up the episode in the iView app. 

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/gardening-australia/series/31/video/RF1905V008S00 

 

 
 
 
What’s happening with our  Working 
Bees 

We were planning on continuing our 
Working Bees on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month, but with the new Government-
mandated restrictions limiting outside group 
gatherings to two, we are reconsidering our 
options. 

You will hear more from us via email about 
our next steps. 



Our March 21 Working Bee – a report by David Stead 

It’s a strange world at the moment. Good to step out into the sunshine and enjoy something we can do 
while the world locks down around the pandemic.  

This month’s Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden’s Working Bee went ahead as planned, under 
council guidance, with some necessary adjustments to ensure good public health.  No-one present had 
travelled overseas in the last two weeks and all were reminded of the need to practice social distancing 
and good hygiene.  Unfortunately, our council support had been overseas and required self-isolation and 
the nursery was unavailable to collect plants (for planting) with the key holder ill (unrelated to Covid-19). 

With the challenges dealt with, a small team of 10 (some not in photo) gathered for this month’s Working 
Bee. Thanks to Tony and Robyn Lewis, Judy Lambert, the Escudero-Genc family (Carmen, Mehmed and 
Adrian) Isabel Glasson, Peter Fysh, Gordon Wells and David Stead (leader) for turning out on this calm 
and sunny day, to help out in the garden. 

 

 

 

Isabel dived in amongst various Kangaroo 
Paw (Anigozanthos) and Spiny Headed Mat 
Rush (Lomandra longifolia) to deal with 
unwanted Scurvy Weed (Commelina 
Cyanea). A native to Australia, it is also 
considered a weed because of its invasive 
and at times unwanted spread. There was 
much debate about whether to remove all of 
this plant from the garden. We settled on 
keeping a controlled section, for education 
and interest value, and remove them where 
they presented a threat to other plants of 
interest. 



 

 

 

 

Robyn found a large patch of Commelina Cyanea 
in the Sensory Garden. Trowel in hand, Robyn 
made big inroads to open up space for later 
planting of additional ‘useful’ plants. 

Tony, Robyn and Isabel practised some social 
distancing … 

… while Gordon weeded his way through the 
raised Sensory Garden bed … 

… and Judy was machine-like removing unwanted grasses 
in the ground bed. 



 

 

 

We left some large piles of natural rubbish for the council to collect and the two (white) bags of human 
rubbish went to the bins. 

Thank you everyone, hope to see you all next month, if this strange world allows. 

Carmen and Adrian were rugged in moving large 
dead branches to open up a wandering path 
through the native section. 

The bird life played their part – a crackle of 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos entertained us while 
this juvenile Pied Currawong loved the 
disturbance along the path – under the watchful 
eye of its mother. 



Around the Garden 

 
 
The Tramway Upgrade 

The Executive Committee met with the Council 
and the Landscape Designers to discuss the 
upcoming work on the Tramway. 

We are very excited about the overall design, 
the materials being used and the planned 
interpretive signs.  We are not so excited about 
the rain delays and now the possibility of a delay 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

We will keep you informed of progress but we’re 
hoping that the work will be completed by June. 

 

A colourful look at what’s blooming in the Garden 

While David is not a fan of exotic plants, he did find some and more last week in the Garden.  Enjoy his 
colourful look at the many other plants in bloom at this time of year. 

 

 

The Red:  the Hawaiian Hybrid Hibiscus rosa-sensis. 



 

 

 

 

The Blue:  Scurvy Weed Commelina Cyanea. 

The Purple:  a small Agapanthus … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and this, in mass flower, do you know what plant 
this is? … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this small weeping vine. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Pink: a variation of the Hawaiian Hybrid 
Hibiscus rosa-sensis. 

The Yellow: Carolina Jessamine Gelsemium 
Sempervirens … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this tiny Grevillea 

And lastly… 

 

The White:  white foxtail grass. 



Everyone, please take good care of yourselves and stay well. 

We hope to see you at our monthly get-together soon 
downstairs at the Manly Bowling Club from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 


