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The October Get-together was via Zoom 

 
 
We will continue with Zoom meetings until 
circumstances change, though Manly Bowling 
Club may be opening again on Monday nights 
and we could have our December get together 
there. 

We would like to encourage more of our 
members to participate, so please let us know 
if you need assistance with joining our 
meetings. 

 

A little of what was discussed: 

 Lloyd Keen welcomed the 18+ members, in particular our new members, and said it was good to 
see that we have new participants at the Working Bees. 

 Sandy Hudspith has been attempting to organise a members’ garden tour but is having difficulty due 
to the current restrictions on groups.  With input from participating members, she is pursuing the 
possibility of a couple of local outings, so stay tuned. 

 Lois Clarke spoke about how The Tree Project is progressing.  With enthusiastic input from a small 
group of members, 35 out of 93 species have been researched so far.  The focus has been on 
single species and high value trees with the next phase being the mapping of their locations within 
the Garden.  We’ll be sharing findings on the website and in this newsletter soon. 

 Roger Dawson, our treasurer, advised that with the sponsorship money from Community Bank 
Freshwater/Bendigo Bank, we are printing membership cards and a pull-up banner designed by Liz 
Howe. 

 



What Sir Joseph Banks Tripped Over 
a presentation of North Head Flora by Dr Geoff Lambert 

 

 
 
 
 
Joseph Banks, who sailed with James Cook, was 
one of the first “travelling botanists” who 
accompanied ships on their explorations around 
the world and the inspiration for the title of Geoff’s 
presentation.  It alludes to the experience that 
Banks might have had when he first saw the plants 
growing around Botany Bay, plants he had never 
seen before. 

One such plant was the “Woody Pear” because of the shape and texture of its seed case. When Banks 
sent a specimen back to England it was thought to be a fake – the botanical equivalent of the platypus.  

Woody Pears grow around Manly Dam and there is one on North Head where the vegetation is mainly 
Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub. 

  

There was evidence then of land management by local indigenous people, one such report by an early 
settler described fire stick burning.  As Geoff has been cataloguing with photos the plants and flowers of 
North Head for many years, he has photos of before and after controlled burns showing how the 
vegetation has changed and how new plants return after the fires. 

 



 
 
 
Geoff’s presentation continued with stunning 
photos of the extensive variety of flowering 
plants (over 100 of them) found on North Head 
including many orchid species and larger 
shrubs and trees. 

There are endangered plants such as the 
Acacia Terminalis Terminalis. 

 

 

The Bloodroot (Heomodorum corymbosum) was 
used by the first peoples to colour their faces and 
bodies.   

 

While the native cranberry (Astroloma humifusum) 
was enjoyed by the First Fleet as a delicacy 
though in reality it takes quite awful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And not forgetting the Banksias.  There is such a 
wide variety of specimens at North Head and it is 
now believed they are pollinated by pigmy 
possums which have been re-introduced. 

 

 
 
 

 

You can view Geoff’s entertaining presentation by clicking here. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/other-news
https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/other-news


About Dr Geoff Lambert:  Geoff Lambert describes himself as a “professional neuroscientist and 
amateur ecologist.” He is also a life-long bushwalker, earning his brownie points in the wilds of Western 
Tasmania, where he was born. 

His walking has taken him to all Australian States, New Zealand, Scotland, the Appalachian Trail, the 
Rockies, the Pacific Crest Trail and Mt Everest. On the day after his return from a post-doctoral 
research in NYC, his walking took him to North Head. He has been going back ever since. 

He helped out with planning and mapping the Northern Beaches component of the WV’s Palm Beach – 
Cronulla walk and maintains a database of walking tracks in the area. His interests in North Head cover, 
among other things, all aspects of its history, its landforms and geology, land use and indigenous 
connection with this iconic landscape. He has amassed a collection of some 500 artworks, 60,000 
photographs and over 10,000 documents relating to North Head. 

His BURNING interest is, however, the fire ecology of North Head and (very especially) the role which 
the First Australians played in “Fire Stick Farming” on North Head. In conjunction with his wife Judy, he 
has published a number of papers in the academic literature on this topic. 

The October Working Bee in action 

Our October Working Bee team tackled several areas around the Garden 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

And we had a newly 
inducted member join in 

the fun. 

 



 

 

 



The Demise of our favourite native Grass Tree 

 

Unfortunately, during the Working Bee we had to remove what remained of the Grass Tree from the 
native garden at the top south-west corner of the Garden.  It is believed to have succumbed to Armillaria 
root rot which also killed the two Angophora on the other side of the path. The Council also had the 
stumps of the Angophora ground out to remove some of the active Armillaria fungi.  It is a horrible 
fungus and attacks trees and other woody plants via root networks underground. 

 
The first signs something 

was wrong 

 
No question that it was losing 

its battle 

 
Ready for removal 

 
The stem was covered 
to prevent fungi spread 

 
Digging out the root ball 

 
The final push to 

remove the grass tree 



What a load of garbage! 

During our recent Working Bee, Sue Steggall, committed to picking up the garbage that is constantly 
being left in the Garden.  Sue fished out bags and bottles, food wrappers and containers and filled six 
large bags.   

As she was working she was applauded by many people who live around and walk through the Garden, 
so we know that this thoughtless behaviour is shared by many. 

During the get-together there was a discussion on the placement of garbage bins and ideas on how to 
curtail this constant littering, perhaps designing posters to be placed along Sydney Road fencing 
appealing to the litterers.   

It was decided that we should at least dedicate one Working Bee just removing litter. More about that 
date soon.  

Dates for our upcoming Get-togethers and Working Bees 

 
 

Monthly Get-togethers 
Held the 3rd Monday of the month 

Month 3rd Monday Time 

November 16th 7.00-8.30pm 

December 21st 7.00-8.30pm 
 

Month 3rd Saturday Time 

November 21st 9.00-11.30am 

December 19th 9.00-11.30am 
 

 
 
Working Bees 
Held the 3rd Saturday of the month 

Please note the seasonal start time change 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


