
September 2020 Newsletter 

 

 Garden updates from the September Zoom Get-together 
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The September Get-together was via Zoom 

 
 
We will continue with Zoom Meetings until 
circumstances change.  

We would like to encourage more of our 
members to participate, so please let us 
know if you need assistance with joining 
our meetings. 

  

A little of what was discussed: 

 Because Ivanhoe Park is now listed in the State Heritage Register, Northern Beaches Council has 
called a meeting to review management plans with all stakeholders to be organized sometime in the 
next few weeks.  This will include not only Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden, but Manly Oval, the tennis 
club and the bowling club. 

 The renovations of the Scout Hall will include a storage area for the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic 
Garden. 

 The Treasurer, Roger Dawson, reported a healthy balance because of the addition of the Federal 
Volunteer Grant ($4990) and ongoing sponsorship from the Community Bank Freshwater ($500).  
Once we can access our storage room, we will be able to use these funds to buy needed 
equipment. 

 Lois Clarke (Secretary) and David Stead (Membership Coordinator) introduced The Tree Project, a 
new initiative involving a small group of our members who will, using the asset list of from the 2018 
Council Survey of the Garden, research some of the 92 different species of trees in the Garden.  We 
are starting with the 43 trees that are single specimens and therefore the most important.  After 
thorough research, the group will write up a description of each tree, including pictures, the origins of 
the species and location in the Garden and more.  Eventually this information will be used on our 
website and in handouts for locals and visitors attending our events or garden tours.  Keep a look 
out for updates on this exciting venture. 



Stuart Read, our guest speaker at our Zoom Get-together 
took us to the Botanic Gardens of Singapore, Spain and Sydney 

 

Stuart’s presentation was on the importance of Botanic Gardens, their relevance and funding challenges 
in current times.  His focus was on:  Singapore (now heritage listed due to its history); Sydney 
(maintaining heritage trees and the issue of longevity and replanting and managing public reaction) and 
the diverse botanic gardens of Spain (Mallorca, the Costa Brava and Teneriffe, Canary Islands. 

   

Most interesting was his discussion on how they can attract visitors by adapting and evolving.  

 Specialized plantings:  displays of planting for small private gardens, apartments and the urban 
environment using native plants.  

 Re-using existing structures to provide facilities for visitors such as cafes, shops and spaces for art 
shows and events. 

 Changing fashion trends:  celebrity gardeners re-designing displays, re-interpretation of plants and 
climate, while maintaining a balance between entertainment and education. 

 Collections as storytelling:  a display garden of plants from early history until the present. 

 Providing opportunities for scientific work and for education of the public about plants and bio-
diversity. 

 Having displays that might interest visitors:  a herb garden, an oriental garden with historical links, 
an Indigenous garden showcasing plants for food as well as a short history of European settlement 

 Signage: designed based on “who is my audience”, fun facts for children as well as being 
informative. 

 
 
 
 

 

If you would like to view the entire presentation, you can by clicking here. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/other-news


About Stuart Read:  Stuart is a horticulturist, bureaucrat and educator on landscapes. He is an expert 
member of the ICOMOS-IFLA ~ International Scientific Committee on Cultural Landscapes and helps 
the NSW Heritage Council list and manage key parks, gardens and sites.  Stuart has also worked for 

the Australian Heritage Commission and Environment Australia's world heritage 
& biodiversity units.  

He has studied gardens in Australasia, Cuba, the Middle East and Europe, 
including a 2005 Pratt Foundation overseas fellowship study tour, and in 2010 
he led a 2010 tour of Spanish historic gardens. Stuart contributed to the 
National Trust (NSW) book Interwar Gardens (2003), The Oxford Companion to 
Australian Gardens (2002) and Gardens of History & Imagination: Growing New 
South Wales (2016). He wrote Spanish lessons for Australian Gardens... (2005) 
and regularly contributes to Garden Drum and Australian Garden History. 

A big thank you to Community Bank Freshwater  
for their continuing sponsorship 

We’re proud to that the Community Bank Freshwater is continuing their sponsorship of Friends of 
Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden.  The Community & Business Relationship Manager, Sandra Kleiner, 
issued their Annual Sponsorship to Treasurer, Roger Dawson, recently. 

 

 

@freshwatercommunitybank 

http://www.harbordfinancialservices.com.au/


The September Working Bee 

 
 
 
 
 
At first glance, it looked like 
another brush turkey mound had 
been built in the Garden 

 

But no.  It was just an enormous pile of mulch ready for our volunteers at our September Working Bee 

 

 



One team filled up flexi buckets. 

  

The buckets were distributed to the rest of the team. 



And our hardy volunteers launched into action spreading mulch over the Clivia Beds that were weeded 
last month.  We even uncovered a natural stone border that was buried under the soil 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And an hour and half later, the 
pile of mulch was gone! 

 



But that’s not all – another team descended upon the Sensory Garden.  Mulch was spread over the 
area that was also weeded last month 

 

But another bed needed serious 
weeding 

  

After a lot of hard work, it was tamed and mulched 

 



The guided tour of Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden was exceptional 

 

After a delicious morning tea and accompanied by our knowledgeable guide, we walked along tracks 
that were a combination of sandstone and boardwalk, and saw an incredible diversity of plants, trees 
and wildflowers. 

   

 
 
 
 

We even met some native bees. 

  

If you’d like to experience our day out, you can access our Special Edition Newsletter here. 

https://591365bb-cfd0-472e-a315-27416bbb261b.filesusr.com/ugd/2eed9a_8a184dbfe8314de5b16d2342a80ab015.pdf


Dates for our upcoming Get-togethers and Working Bees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Get-togethers 
Held the 3rd Monday of the month 

Month 3rd Monday Time 

October 19th 7.00-8.30pm 

November 16th 7.00-8.30pm 

December 21st 7.00-8.30pm 
 

Month 3rd Saturday Time 

October 17th 9.00-11.30am 

November 21st 9.00-11.30am 

December 19th 9.00-11.30am 
 

 
 
 
Working Bees 
Held the 3rd Saturday of the month 

Please note the seasonal start time change 

Other News 

Zali Steggall’s office has put out a call for help at Biala 

Zali’s office are in the midst of an exciting project to help some Warringah residents that you might not 
have heard about before – the students of Biala Aboriginal Girls Hostel. 

Hand in hand with Manly Rotary Club they are seeking gardeners to assist in one aspect of this project. 

The outdoor area and garden of the hostel in Allambie Heights is in need of some serious TLC.  The 
work will primarily be done in the October school holidays (starts Saturday 26 September) while the girls 
return home to their communities.  

Rotary want to sand/repair and paint the back deck, install a pizza oven and do some work on the 
terrace, garden and grass area – Biala is situated on beautiful tucked away, natural bushland – visited 
by wallabies and other native animals. 

They are hoping that Warringah’s community garden groups could offer some advice on the project and 
some boots on the ground for this garden aspect.  In addition, once the project is complete, perhaps 
they can share their experience and knowledge by teaching the girls and staff how to maintain the work 
that has been done. 

If anyone would like to be involved or find out more information, please email or call Wendy Camelotti, 
Grants Officer at Zali Steggall’s office.  

02 9977 6411 
Wendy.Camelotti@aph.gov.au 

Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens News – their latest newsletter: 

Hello everyone 

Important things happening.  We need nominations for the Executive.  Our beautiful treasurer is retiring 
from the position so if you someone that is capable please nominate.  We all help each other so you 
won't feel out of your depth.  Also, we need a secretary and two more committee members to keep us 
functioning as the peak body. 



In this newsletter I have: 

 • AGM Information 
• Message from the President 
• Committee Nomination form download 
• Proxy Download 
• Link to Zoom AGM meeting 
• EOI for conference 
• Current Grant Ops 
• Grant ops listed by states 
• Eurobadalla Conference 
• Botanic Gardens of South Australia 
• Ivanhoe wildflower garden tour 
• WIlliamstown Botanic gardens news 
• Gold Coast Spring 2020 
• Sale Spring 2020 
• BGCI newsletter 
• AGHS link 
• ACNC 
• Impact Suite 
• Justice Connect 

Stay well and stay safe, stay covid free. 

Chantal de Vere 
AAFBG Administration Officer 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter complete with links, please email us and we’ll send it 
to you. 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


