
November-December 2019 Newsletter 

 

 Update on our last two meetings 
 Our first native plant sale in the Garden 

 Around the Garden – working bees, sightings in the Garden and more 
 Save the date for our 2nd Annual Garden Festival featuring Art in Ivanhoe Park 

 New!  A change to our monthly meetings 

Manly Dam Reserve was the subject at our November meeting 

Chris Buckley, Northern Beaches Council Senior Ranger, gave us an extensive talk about Manly Dam 
Reserve’s history, from its use for recreation in the 1880s to the building of the dam to supply water 
(still supplied by Curl Curl Creek) to a burgeoning population and its final decommissioning in 1942 
and then back to its use for recreation as well as for scientific studies. 

The Manly Dam Reserve remains a vibrant part of our neighbourhood.  There is significant evidence 
of Aboriginal occupation including handprints, campsites, engravings and rock sharpening grooves.  
The bush is teeming with grey-headed flying fox, native rats, bandicoot, echidna, swamp wallaby, 
sugar gliders and antechinus.’ 

Bass and climbing Gouramis inhabit the lake as well as canoeists, little Nippers, sail boarders and 
even the occasional dragon boat. 

Chris also told us about some development pressure as the Reserve is near the entrance to the 
proposed under-harbour tunnel, but good news is that there will be a $120,000 upgrade of the walking 
track. 

 



Our December meeting was a celebration of a year in the life of FIPBG 

Over a few drinks and snacks, we celebrated in photos, the amazing year in the life of the Friends of 
Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden.  From weeding, watering and planting at our working bees, insights and 
information from our monthly speakers, what the council has done so far and what is coming up in the 
next financial year. 

The highlight was when Sandy Kleiner, Community & Business Development Manager of the 
Freshwater Community Bank Branch of Bendigo Bank, presented us with a sponsorship cheque for 
$500. 

To view our Year in the Life of the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden slideshow, click 
here. 

 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, March 29 2020 
for our 2nd Annual Garden Festival featuring Art in 
Ivanhoe Park for what promises to be bigger and 
better than our Inaugural Garden Festival.   

Highlights will include a guest speaker; historic 
displays; food stalls; and a repeat of our highly 
successful conducted tours of the garden. 

Art in Ivanhoe Park will display paintings, works 
on paper, and sculpture throughout the garden 
created by local artists. 

Stay tuned! 

https://591365bb-cfd0-472e-a315-27416bbb261b.filesusr.com/ugd/2eed9a_ba69e993108f415faf206f8ef3310cfd.ppsx?dn=2019_A%20Year%20in%20the%20Life%20of%20FIPBG.ppsx


Did you see us selling native plants during the 
Council’s Christmas Chorale Spectaular at Manly Oval? 

This was our first native plant sale, and from our stand just outside the Garden gates we introduced 
the Friends of Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden to passers-by.  We were met with many thanks for the 
work we are doing.  New members signed up, many bought plants and some just gave us donations 
(including a bottle of wine from Julie Dawson for the hard workers!). 

The native plants were propagated by the Council and we will continue to have more plants for sale at 
our Working Bees and upcoming events. 

 

Our thanks to Sandy Hudspith, Liz Howe, Roger Dawson and Louise Jones for manning the stand. 

Around the Garden 

 

 
 
 
 
Wollemi Pine update 
Planted at our Inaugural Garden Festival in April, 
we’re happy to see it thriving and sprouting new 
growth. 



 
 
Tree signs 

We’ve been reinstalling some of the tree signs  
that were missing, damaged, or umm, moved. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tawny Frogmouths spotted 

Our member, BJ Cilia, has been seeing Tawny 
Fromouths on and off in the Garden, usually 
only one at a time. 

But lucky for him, and us, he was able to 
photograph what in fact is this entire family.  
Mum and two bubs are in the high branch and 
dad down low keeping one eye open. 

We are purposely not giving away their location 
because we do want them to keep inhabiting the 
Garden and not be spooked by too many 
people.  So if you do see them, tread carefully. 

Well spotted BJ and thanks for sharing. 

 
 
 
 
Check out our new  display signs 

From now on, whenever you see us working in the 
Garden, you will see signs explaining who we are 
and what we are doing in the Garden. 

Thank you to the Northern Beaches Council for 
creating these for us.  They do elicit conversations 
with everyone who passes. 

 



Our cocky-loving Hoop Pine was 
decimated by strong winds 

We have previously shared a 
photograph of the Hoop Pine on the 
South Lawn where the cockies love to 
congregate.  Unfortunately, during 
some of our recent very strong winds, 
it suffered severe damage with 
branches snapping off, some toppling 
to the ground.  Tony Lewis, a 
member, captured these images of a 
very brave tree lopper taking the top 
off the Hoop Pine.  He was a 
complete professional who climbed to 
the very top of the tree, anchored 
himself there and proceeded to 
systematically remove the broken 
branches and the top of the trunk 
which clearly shows signs of rot. 

November Working Bee:  November’s Working Bee saw us just below the Park Street entrance, weeding, 
weeding and more weeking – 8 bags full! 

 

 



A change in our 2020 meetings We have decided to restructure our meetings at the 
Manly Bowling Club.  They will be less formal, more 
like a social get-together with interesting speakers, a 
Q&A and then any relevant updates on upcoming 
events, off-site tours and ongoing Council work in 
the Garden.   

There will be no Agenda or Minutes, our Newsletter 
will keep you up-to-date should you not be able to 
attend. 

We will still meet the 3rd Monday of the month but 
now bi-monthly.  This means our next get-together 
will be on Monday, February 17.  So grab a drink, 
come downstairs and join us, and if you have any 
topics you want raised, please email us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for our next Working Bees 2020 

We will continue our Working Bees on the 3rd Saturday 
of each month, subject to weather and air quality. 

Our next Working Bees will be Saturday, January 18 
and Saturday, February 15. 

Watering Bees have been intermittent, also due to 
weather and air quality and, more importantly, the water 
restrictions that have been put into place.  Most of the 
Garden uses bore water so we are currently testing 
which water sources we can use during these 
restrictions.  

We’d love to see more volunteers working with us in the 
Garden, so please email us and let us know if you are 
interested.  You do need to be a paid member to be 
covered by our accident insurance. On the plus side, 
you will be inducted for free on your first session and 
you will be joining a happy and dedicated crew who are 
really making a difference in Ivanhoe Park Botanic 
Garden. 

 

We hope to see you at our bi-monthly get-together on Monday, February 17 
downstairs at the Manly Bowling Club from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Our Working Bees will still be the 3rd Saturday of each month, weather permitting 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 


