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 No July Working Bee but a glimpse of what’s happening in our Garden 
 The Tree of the Month Project – two living fossils 

 Membership – the benefits 
 What else can you do in these winter months once we are out of lockdown 

 Planning is underway for our Strictly Members Only October trip 
 Dates for upcoming Get-togethers and Working Bees 

 News from our friends and affiliates 

Our AGM will be held on Wednesday, August 11 

What’s happening in our Garden 

Enjoy this virtual look at what’s happening in our Garden while we are in lockdown. 

 

Our new Wollemi Pine is doing well.  Thought we’d 
feature it as it is one of the trees we introduce you to in 
our Tree of the Month. 

 

 

 

Interesting fungus growing in an old tree stump. 
Can you tell us what it is? 

 



The Tree of the Month Project – two living fossils 

 
This month we would like to introduce you to two more species from the Araucariaceae family:  the 
Wollemi Pine and the Queensland Kauri Pine.  Like the four other Araucaria in the Garden (Bunya Bunya, 
Hoop, Norfolk, and Cook), these trees are also commonly called pine trees, but they are only distantly 
related to true pines.  They are actually ancient evergreen conifers dating back to the time of the dinosaur. 

Wollemi Pine 
Wollemia nobilis 

Wollemia –  Latin form of the word 
Wollemi, the name of the National 
Park where the trees are found; 
nobilis – the species epithet is a 

tribute to David Noble who 
discovered the first stand of Wollemi 
Pines on an abseiling trip in 1994, 

though in some circles it is believed 
to refer to the trees as being noble in 

structure 

 

Known only from fossils prior to 1994 
until that chance discovery of a 
rugged gorge revealed a grove of 
these ancient plants dating back 200 
million years. 

Kauri Pine 
Agathis robusta 

Agathus - from the Greek word 
agathis meaning “ball of thread” 

named for the globe-shaped seed 
cones; robusta – feminine of 

robustus (robust) because of the 
tree’s documented vigorous growth 

Also known as:  Queensland Kauri 
Pine, Smooth Barked Kauri, Kauri 

Pine 

 

The Queensland Kauri Pine is an 
ancient conifer species belonging to 
the Araucariaceae family that once 
covered the super continent, 
Gondwanaland. 

 

Go to our webpage to find out more about this wonderful tree. This link will take you there:  Our Trees. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/ourtrees


Membership – The benefits of renewing, joining or just donating 

 
If you haven’t already renewed, or want to join us, take a look at the benefits you will receive as a 
member: 

 The option to renew for three years instead of one.   

This three year membership will reduce our administrative work and, be assured, our Treasurer will 
earmark the funding to be used equally over the three years. 

 Members Only tours and trips starting in the Spring. 

 Contribute to decisions on plantings, improvements and new facilities in the Botanic Garden. 

 Have a front row seat at special events held in the Garden. 

 Receive a Membership Card which can be used for discounts once planning and negotiations are 
completed with vendors. 

 The opportunity to participate in subcommittees to work with the Executive Committee on various 
projects like our recent Tree Project. 

 Learn how to be a Garden Tour Guide. 

 Training so you can lead our Working Bees. 

 Receive our monthly Newsletter. 

 Attend monthly Get-togethers to meet with friends, hear about updates on initiatives and learn from 
Guest Speakers. 

 Join our monthly Working Bees in the Garden. 

 

Not able to work in the Garden?  No problem.  If you renew your membership you can still take 
advantage of the other benefits.   

Other options to help:  Simply donate whatever you can, or give a gift to a family member or friend 
and know you are helping keep this Garden for generations to come. 

We appreciate that not all members can always do a lot, however, we ask that you please renew your 
membership or join us now so we can carry out the long term plans for the garden. 



Planning is underway for our Strictly Members Only Day Tour in October 

This curated tour will be a varied, picturesque and a little titillating visit to three places in the Blue 
Mountains: 

 “Perfick”, a cool climate garden not normally open to the public 
 the Norman Lindsay Gallery 
 WildWood, a glorious collection of cool climate plants in a natural woodland setting 

 

We’ll travel there by minibus, be guided through the three locations; lunch will be at a restaurant of your 
choice or your own picnic.  The date is yet to be set but please email us if you are interested.   

This will be a strictly Members Only day tour. 

Dates for our upcoming Get-togethers and Garden Working Bees 

 
 
 
 

2021 Monthly Get-togethers 
Held the 2nd Wednesday of the month 

 
 

Our AGM is on August 11 

Month 2nd Wednesday Time 

August 11th 7.00-8.30pm 

September 8th 7.00-8.30pm 

October 13th 7.00-8.30pm 

November 10th 7.00-8.30pm 

December 8th 7:00-8:30pm 
 

Month 3rd Saturday Time 

August 21st 10.00-12.00pm 

September 18th 10.00-12.00pm 

October 16th 10.00-12.00pm 

November 20th 9.00-11.00pm 

December 18th 9.00-111.00pm 

   
 

 
 
2021 Garden Working Bees 

Held the 3rd Saturday of the month, subject to 
weather and air quality. 

We’d love to see more volunteers working with us 
in the Garden, so please email us and let us know 
if you are interested.  You do need to be a 
financial member to be covered by our accident 
insurance. On the plus side, you will be inducted 
for free on your first session and you will be joining 
a happy and dedicated crew who are really making 
a difference in Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden. 



What else can you do in these winter months 

Plant a tree:  Celebrate National Tree Day on Sunday August 1 
https://treeday.planetark.org/ 

 
Growing Friends Plant Sales Nursery, Royal Botanic Garden.  Shop 
for a great range of native and exotic, rare and hard to find plants. 
Monday -Friday 11am - 2pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
https://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au 

 

The Swain Gardens, Killara.  One of Ku-ring-gai’s most idyllic public 
gardens featuring rose and English style gardens and a rhododendron 
walk. 
Monday - Sunday 8am - 6pm 
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Parks-playgrounds-and-
sportsfields/Swain-Gardens  

Joseph Banks Native Plants Reserve, Kareela.  A specialized garden 
devoted entirely to Australian native plants and a tribute to Sir Joseph 
Banks.   
Monday - Sunday 9am  - 5pm 
http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Outdoors/Parks-and-
Playgrounds/Parks/Joseph-Banks-Native-Plants-Reserve-Kareela  

Other news 

Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens:   A lot of news from our affiliate in the form of 
their latest Magazine.  PDF is attached to our Newsletter email. 

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment:  2021 Free tree giveaway.  See how you 
can get yours.   https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/premiers-priorities/greening-our-city/free-tree-give-away 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


