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Welcome and thanks to our new sponsor 

We’re excited to announce that we have qualified for 
2019/20 Community Partnership Sponsorship by the 
Freshwater Community Bank Branch of Bendigo 
Bank.  

Sandy Kleiner, the Community & Business 
Development Manager, will pop in to our December 
meeting to say hello so please come along to echo 
our thanks. 

Around the Garden 

October Working Bee:  This month, we focussed on weeding the north-east area between the Scout Hall 
and old tram line.  Bags and bags of weeds were removed from around the base of the plants.   

Dates for our next Working Bees:  Saturday, November 16 and Saturday, December 21 from 9 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  If you are interested in working in the Garden, please email us for more information. 

 

 



Watering Bee.  After that spurt of warm weather, our volunteers got out our newly purchased hoses and 
gave our new plantings in the native Australian garden a thorough watering.  Just a note:  we only access 
bore water in the garden. 

 

The October meeting 

Howard Clark, Chairman of Sydney Tramway Museum, assisted by Peter Kahn, Public Relations, 
gave us a historical overview of Sydney trams and then showed us a wonderful pictorial presentation 
of Northern Beaches trams and specifically those that ran to and from Manly. 

This presentation was particularly relevant because of the Northern Beaches Council’s plans to 
upgrade the tramway area at the top north-west corner of the Garden in this financial year, including 
incorporating historical details related to Manly’s tram history. 

The information in Howard’s presentation was sourced from ‘Tramways of Sydney’, by David R 
Keenan, and ‘The Manly Lines’ edited by the same author, from articles originally prepared by Ken 
McCarthy. Both publications are available from Sydney Tramway Museum.  For more information, 
please visit  https://www.sydneytramwaymuseum.com.au/ 

 



North Coast Regional Botanic Gardens, Coffs Harbour - Well worth a visit. 
by Judy Lambert 

On a recent visit to the Coffs Harbour area, we spent a morning in one of our favourite spots – the 
Botanic Gardens. 

  

Our timing was, by luck, good. We were there on one of 
the two mornings each week when volunteers from the 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens were hard at work. Short 
conversations with various volunteers provided us with 
lots of information that we’d not learned on past visits.  

With around 200 members, about 80 of whom are 
gardens volunteers, the Friends group formed in 1981 
and has worked with the Coffs Harbour Council ever 
since. Their aim is “To develop and promote the Garden 
for the enjoyment and education of the community.”  The 
volunteers contribute in numerous ways – through 
Working Bees which include weeding, planting out, doing 
maintenance and other activities; propagating plants for 
sale; maintaining the Seed Bank and Herbarium 
(currently under reconstruction); Guiding; Providing 
Community Education and Information; Staffing the 
Information/Shop and the Garden Café; and running 
Events and Fundraising; as well as serving on the 
Committee.  

Covering around 20 hectares, the Gardens are home to a diversity of plants which are all located in 
separate beds identified by their place of original (from local to international), interspersed with 
beautifully kept lawns. 

The local plant communities range from mangrove swamps viewed from a boardwalk through the tidal 
flats of Coffs Creek, through coastal heaths to talk forest trees. 

 
 

 



As Council’s resources have diminished to just 4 staff (only two of whom are dedicated Gardens staff), 
the Friends have taken on much of the work in the Gardens.  

A real credit to those who work there, the Gardens began their public use in 1907 as a “night soil 
dump,” a use that continued until in 1938; the site became the official town rubbish tip – a use that 
continued until 1964.  

A Planning Scheme for Coffs Harbour drawn up in 1959 recommender that the site be converted to a 
Botanic Garden, but this concept was adopted then filed away until 1973. At that time a small group of 
local canoeists from the Ulitarra Society revived that Plan and built community support for it. Approval 
of the Plan saw the Botanic Gardens Reserve. Despite lots of hard work by the Friends group, real 
progress to what we enjoy today was not made until the Gardens became a centrepiece for 
Bicentennial celebrations in Coffs Harbour.  

The Friends can be justly proud of their Botanic Gardens which have won numerous awards, including 
being judged second in an Australian Geographic magazine survey of Botanic Gardens across 
Australia.  

 

You can learn more about the Coffs Harbour Botanic Garden and the Friends by visiting: 
https://coffsbotanicgarden.com.au 

 

We hope to see you at our next Members' Monthly Meeting on 
Monday, November 18 and our Christmas Party on Monday, December 17 

downstairs at the Manly Bowling Club from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And like and share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 


