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 Our Senior Festival Walks & Talks were an overwhelming success! 
 Memorable guest speaker at our April Get-together 

 Our April Working Bee 
 Seen around the Garden 

 The Tree of the Month Project – the Bottle Tree 
 Our May Get-together will update you on our Tree Project research 

 Dates for upcoming Get-togethers and Working Bees 

Our Seniors Festival 2021 Event – Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden Walks & Talks 

 On April 13, our Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden Walks & Talks event started Seniors Festival 2021 off 
with a taste of history, a delicious CWA tea and an added a dash of activity. 

 And it was an overwhelming success!  Both morning and afternoon sessions were fully booked and 
we had a wait list of 40 people! 

 



 Our promotions reached far and wide because not everyone was local – we had visitors from 
Campbelltown, Cronulla and Forestville – and everyone was wanting to know more about the history 
of Manly, Ivanhoe Park and, of course, the Botanic Garden. 

 

 Each session started with a colourful and informative presentation by Tony Lewis and Sandy 
Hudspith.   

 

 Volunteers from the Manly CWA then served up a delicious Devonshire Tea.  

 
 

 



 Everyone was eager for their walk through the Garden.  One group joined Tony to discover the 
upper garden and old tramway.  The other sat in the Grandstand as Sandy captured their attention 
with the sporting and botanical history of the Park. 

 

 Did you miss out!  Well, because of this success, we will be holding similar events, so stay tuned. 

Memorable guest speaker at our April Get-together 

 
 
 
Not only was the virtual tour of Australia’s Memorial Walk at 
North Head fascinating, so too was Ron Ray’s history and 
accomplishments. 

Ron Ray OAM served with the Army as a Master Gunner and 
was stationed at North Head during the Vietnam War.  He is 
also a guide with the National Artillery Museum now under 
the Harbour Trust. 

During Covid lockdown, Ron began researching the names 
and backgrounds of individual service men and women – 4.5 
thousand to date – listed on the pavers along the Memorial 
Walkway. Some of the pavers have ashes interred beneath 
them. 

 

 

  



Searching through the archives held in trust by the Artillery Museum, Ron has prepared written histories 
of 81 families.  There are 7 Victoria Cross recipients amongst them. The Victoria Cross is awarded for 
gallantry following a recommendation in the field. 

 

The pavers are paid for by families or other interested people for those who have served in the forces. 
There is a link to the application form on-line at RAAHC (artilleryhistory.org) as well as a link to locate a 
paver. 

Tours of the Walkway are also conducted as well as the newly opened Plotting Room that was manned 
by the WRACs in WWII and tunnels. 

Other points of interest at the April Get together 

 

 The Plan of Management for the whole of Ivanhoe Park is almost ready to be presented to 
councillors and then released for comment.  We will let you know when you can have your say. 

 Storage facilities update:  it’s been a long time coming but it looks like we will have a place to store 
our Working Bee tools and equipment next month.  A wall needs to be built, shelves needed to be 
fitted, a workbench installed and then we’ll be ready to move in. 

 Using the Federal Government Volunteer Grant funds, we will be able to purchase tools and other 
gardening equipment to outfit this new storage facility. 

 We welcomed two new members arising out of our Seniors Festival event. 

http://artilleryhistory.org/


Our April Working Bee  

A small group (not everyone is pictured) did tremendous work, as usual.   

 

One group, including a newly inducted member, weeded along the pathways leading from the Red 
Gates. 

The other group, in the upper garden, enthusiastically tackled the weeding and clearing started last 
Working Bee.  We even had our very own mulching machine in the form of our unofficial member, 
Choco, the dog.   

 



 

Tasks completed, we’re ready for mulching at the next Working Bee.   

We were so well organized and diligent we only needed to work for an hour and a half and were 
rewarded with delicious Lamingtons – thanks Robyn!   

Around the Garden 

 
 
The Powerful Owl 

Spotted in Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden last week.  The 
Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua) is Australia's largest and most 
powerful owl and native to south-eastern and eastern 
Australia.  

An interesting note is its call:  a low, rather mournful-
sounding and far-carrying double-hoot, “whoo-hooo”, not the 
screech we are used to.  Listen to it here (courtesy of 
https://birdlife.org.au/ 

https://birdlife.org.au/documents/POW_Powerful_Owl_(Male)
_2011_04_09.mp3 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our new Wollemi Pine 

We have acquired a new Wollemi Pine to replace the 
previous two that were vandalized. 

We’re hoping the cage will be a deterrent. 

So let’s all be vigilant and please, when strolling through 
the Garden, check on it.   



The Tree of the Month Project – the Bottle Tree 

 
This month, we’re introducing you to the Bottle Tree or Brachychiton rupestris.  Our tree can be seen on 
the sun lawn to the left of the pathway leading from the Red Gate entrance to the Garden.  Brachychiton 
is a genus of 30 or more species, most of which occur in tropical parts of Australia in dry areas or in 
rainforest. They are large shrubs or trees.  One of the most commonly cultivated is the Illawarra Flame 
Tree (Brachychiton acerifolius) which is popular due to its spectacular crimson flowers. The Kurrajong 
(B. populneus) is one of the most widely distributed. 

Bottle Tree 
Brachychiton rupestris 

described by Sir Thomas Mitchell 
and John Lindley in 1848 

Also known as Narrow-leaved Bottle Tree 
or Queensland Bottle Tree 

because of its bulbous trunk 

 

Aboriginal people made use of the trees through 
eating the roots of young plants and by consuming 
secretions from the trunk that were induced by 
wounds.  Fibre obtained from the species was used 
to make nets. 

Go to our webpage to find out more about the Bottle Tree. This link will take you there:  Our Trees. 

https://www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com/ourtrees


The Tree Project – the topic for our May Get-together 

Facts, figures and photographs.  A pictorial progress report on the research that our members have 
completed so far, presented by Lois Clarke, the team leader. 

 

Don’t miss this inside look at some of the 93 species of trees that grace the Botanic Garden. 

Dates for our upcoming Get-togethers and Garden Working Bees 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Monthly Get-togethers 
Held the 2nd Wednesday of the month 

Month 2nd Wednesday Time 

May 12th 7.00-8.30pm 

June 9th 7.00-8.30pm 

July 14th 7.00-8.30pm 

August No Get-together  

September 8th 7.00-8.30pm 
 

Month 3rd Saturday Time 

May 15th 10.00-12.00pm 

June 19th 10.00-12.00pm 

July 17th 10.00-12.00pm 

August 21st 10.00-12.00pm 

September 18th 10.00-12.00pm 

   
 

 
2021 Garden Working Bees 

Held the 3rd Saturday of the month, subject to 
weather and air quality. 

We’d love to see more volunteers working with us 
in the Garden, so please email us and let us know 
if you are interested.  You do need to be a 
financial member to be covered by our accident 
insurance. On the plus side, you will be inducted 
for free on your first session and you will be joining 
a happy and dedicated crew who are really making 
a difference in Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden. 



Keep up to date with happenings at Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden 
by visiting our website anytime 

www.friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

Or email us at 
info@friendsivanhoeparkbotanicgarden.com 

And please, Follow, Like and Share our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofIvanhoeParkBotanicGarden/ 

Proudly supported by 

 

 


